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Síndrome de Eagle Vascular 
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Eagle syndrome is a rare condition characterized by elonga-
ted styloid process or calcification of the stylohyoid ligament 
causing pain by nervous irritation triggered by swallowing, 
mandibular movements or similar.1 In the vascular form, the 
styloid process contacts with the internal carotid artery com-
pressing it or causing dissection and neurological compli-
cations.2

A 51-year-old female with no priors sought medical atten-
tion for cervicalgia, facial and upper limb paresthesia which 
evolved to paresis after abrupt cervical movement. A com-
puted tomography angiography showed elongated styloid 
processes (Fig. 1), a dissected internal carotid artery (Fig. 2) 
and two cerebral infarcts.

Elongated styloid processes imply a four-time greater risk 
of carotid dissection.3 Stylocarotid syndrome is a rare vascu-
lar variant of Eagle syndrome4 and carotid dissection is its ra-
rest complication. In the present case no previous symptoms 
were documented, thus being cerebral embolization the first 
manifestation.  ■
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Figure 1: Elongated styloid processes.

Figure 1: Dissected internal carotid artery.
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